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Chers Amis,
I hope you are all well and staying safe. As we navigate through these
uncertain times, we are all experiencing life in a new way. Many of our teachers are
preparing for the unknown. I am certain they are ready to make this the best year it
can be.
In the world, we continue to see unrest among our citizens, politicians, and
leaders. As I prepared for the school year, I came across a poem that I thought was
appropriate. It is a poem I use in my level 2 French class. It was written by René
Philombe from Cameroun who died in 2001. He is one of the greatest poets of
Francophone Literature.
So I leave you with this poem. For our teachers, have a wonderful rentrée.
Stay well mes amis.
Amitiés

Jennifer Kostolecki
Présidente
AATF of CNY
L’HOMME QUI TE RESSEMBLE
J’ai frappé à ta porte
J’ai frappé à ton coeur
Pour avoir un bon lit
Pour avoir un bon feu
Pourquoi me repousser?
Ouvre-moi mon frère!
Pourquoi me demander
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Si je suis d’Afrique
Si je suis d’Amérique
Si je suis d’Asie
Si je suis d’Europe?
Ouvre-moi mon frère!
Pourquoi me demander
La longueur de mon nez
L’épaisseur de ma bouche
La couleur de ma peau
Et le nom de mes dieux?
Ouvre-moi mon frère!
Je ne suis pas un noir
Je ne suis pas un rouge
Je ne suis pas un jaune
Je ne suis pas un blanc
Mais je ne suis qu’un homme
Ouvre-moi mon frère!
Ouvre-moi ta porte
Ouvre-moi ton coeur
Car je suis un homme
L’homme de tous les temps
L’homme de tous les cieux
L’homme qui te ressemble!
René Philombe
Camerounais

AATF of CNY
National AATF Recognition
This summer at the National Convention, our Regional Representative Diane Paravazian,
highlighted some of the activities that we as a chapter have done. Many people present loved the
activity Michael Ashley presented at our Fall workshop - a “Law and Order” murder mystery
activity using the Passé Composé and Imparfait. As a result, he was asked to write an article for
the National Bulletin. Be on the lookout for this activity. We are so proud of Michael for his
ingenuity and being recognized by the national council.
National also liked and asked to modify the acrostic we use in our recruitment email - Why join
the AATF? This was developed by Robin Brown, former President of our chapter, to help with
our recruitment effort. Our Board of Directors of the CNY chapter loved her creativity and so
did National. This may also make an appearance in the National Bulletin, so keep your eyes
open. Here is a copy of the email:
Our records indicate that you are not currently a member of AATF. AATF of CNY invites you to
join our chapter… Why, you might wonder?
A- Advocacy for your program and your students
A- Amazing articles in our Cocorico newsletter, French Review and National Bulletin
T- Teaching resources, AATF social media networks and online materials and ideas
F- Fellowship at workshops, films, French night at the Crunch, and social gatherings
C- Le Grand Concours, our National French Contest
N- New ideas for your classroom, Honor Society and French Club
Y- Your input for future workshops, social gatherings, etc
These are just a few reasons to join. We also offer a Chapter Student Scholarship.
We hope you’ll consider remaining a part of the AATF CNY family in 2020… visit the website
https://frenchteachers.org/join-now/ for membership information and renew today! We look
forward to having you re-join our Chapter #34!

Bon travail Robin!!!
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AATF of CNY workshops and group activities:
Because the health and safety of our members is our top priority, we have decided not to
host any workshops or group activities until further notice. We do however, encourage you to
attend:

NYSAFLT Annual Conference: Oct. 17-24, 2020

https://nysaflt.org/annual-conference/ which will be all online. The theme is:
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Our Newsletter Editor, Michael Ashley, will be presenting:
PRE-RECORDED ASYNCHRONOUS SESSIONS:
51. Fearless Story Asking with One Word Images
Release date: Monday, October 19, Pre-recorded
Presenter(s): Michael Ashley, Vernon-Verona-Sherrill High School
Interested in creating a One Word Image (OWI) with your students, but intimidated by the process? Or
maybe you tried story asking before and it just never worked out for you? I will walk you through a fun
and interactive process I use with my students to create a detailed story with all sorts of twists and turns,
all from just one word. I will also show ways in which I assess for comprehension, as well as how I norm
the class and manage behavior during the process.
Language of presentation: English
Examples in: Several
Applicable to: Any
Keyword: Methods/Instructional Techniques
Levels: Secondary

Also, another one of our AATF of CNY members will be presenting at the NYSAFLT Annual
Conference as well. Please keep a look out for a presentation by Kim Harter:

56. Making Room for Change: Instruction at The Forefront of the 21st
Century
Release date: Tuesday, October 20, Pre-recorded
Presenter(s): Kimberley Harter, Mexico High School
The pedagogy of world language is rapidly changing, and with the implementation of the revised NYS
Standards, there will be an increased emphasis on proficiency, the use of authentic materials, and the
integration of technology. How does the veteran teacher move from traditional methodologies of teaching
the functions in their separate entities to more modern instructional practices of teaching the modes of
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communication? During this session, teachers will explore the transition from conventional methodologies
to current applications, including a focus on blended learning, comprehensible input, and differentiated
instruction.
Language of presentation: English
Examples in: French
Applicable to: Any
Keyword: Methods/Instructional Techniques
Levels: Middle/Junior, Secondary, Post-Secondary

AATF: National Website
Technology Commission for the AATF
https://frenchteachers.org/resources/web-based-activities/

AATF Fall Webinar Series
Month of September 2020
AATF Series on Hybrid Learning #3 Assessment & Feedback in the Hybrid Classroom
· Saturday, September 12 8-10 a.m. PST/9-11 a.m. MST/10 a.m.-noon CST/11 a.m.-1 p.m.
EST
AATF Chat
·

Saturday, September 26 (date tentative)


AATF webinar - Diversity
Organized by Anne Jensen, AATF President
·

Tuesday, September 29 4 pm Pacific | 5 Mountain | 6 Central | 7 Eastern
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AATF Series on Hybrid Learning #4 Presentational Writing and Speaking
Month of October 2020
·

Tuesday, October 6


Alliance française webinar in English “An Enchanting Journey Down the Seine and the Healing
Power of Armchair Travel with Sciolino”
AATF members invited
·

Saturday, October 10 (date tentative)


AATF webinar - Creating IPAs
·

Saturday, October 17


AATF webinar - Grand Concours: General Information
Speakers: Lisa Narug, Megan Diercks
·

Tuesday, October 20


AATF Series Hybrid Learning #5 Reflection on Success and Next Steps
·

Thursday, October 22 (date tentative)


AATF webinar - Québec
Organized by Jayne Abrate, Executive Director
Month of November 2020
·

Thursday, November 5


AATF Chat - Ask Anything
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Moderated by Catherine Ousselin
·

Saturday, November 14


AATF webinar - Grand Concours: How to Order
Speakers: Lisa Narug, Megan Diercks
·

Thursday, December 10 (date tentative)


AATF webinar - Teaching Writing
·

Tuesday, December 15 (date tentative)


AATF webinar - Martinique and the French Caribbean
·

Saturday, December 19


AATF Holiday Chat
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Staying Connected
Zoomed out? Tired of staring at a computer screen? Binge-watched the last series on your
Netflix list? We have a solution.

Monthly Movie Mashup
In an effort to keep us connected, we will be featuring a movie and a recipe each month. We
encourage you to share this movie and recipe with your students, friends, family and
francophones. Prepare the recipe together with your family, watch the movie and have a
discussion afterwards if you’d like. Be creative. Send us your photos, screenshots, comments,
etc.
First Month: October
First Movie: Ratatouille
First Recipe: Ratatouille
Julia Child’s Ratatouille
Julia Child's ratatouille recipe is a delicate and robust vegetable stew with
tomatoes, zucchini and eggplant and layered with fresh herbs and garlic.
Prep Time: 15 mins
Cook Time: 40 mins
Total Time: 55 mins
Ingredients:
●
●
●
●
●
●

1 lb eggplant
1 lb zucchini
1 lb roma tomatoes blanched, peeled and seeded
2-3 garlic cloves smashed
1/2 onion sliced
2 bell peppers seeded and sliced in 1/2 in thick slices
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● Small bunch of fresh parsley and/or basil chopped
● Olive oil for drizzling
● Salt and pepper to taste
Instructions:
1. Begin by peeling the eggplant and slicing it in about 1/2 in thick pieces about 3 in long.
2. Slice zucchini about the same size as eggplant.
3. Place vegetables in a bowl and add 1 tsp salt. Toss to coat and allow to sit for 30
minutes. Then drain and dry very well with a paper towel. Separate the vegetables since
they will be cooked separately.
4. While the vegetables are sitting, prepare the tomatoes. Boil water in a medium sized pot
and once it is at a boil, add your tomatoes.
5. Allow to boil in the hot water for just about 10 seconds. This will allow the skin to come
off easily.
6. Drop in a bowl filled with water and ice. This stops the cooking process.
7. Next, peel off the tomato skin and discard. Cut the tomatoes in half and seed them.
Then, cut into strips. Reserve.
8. Heat a large skillet with olive oil and then sauté the eggplant first until lightly browned.
9. Remove the eggplant and sauté the zucchini until lightly browned and remove to a side
dish.
10. In the same skillet, add the bell peppers and onions and cook slowly in the olive oil for
about 10 minutes until tender but not browned. Add garlic and season with salt and
pepper.
11. Add the sliced tomatoes on top of the peppers and onions. Season with salt and pepper.
Cover and allow to cook for about 10 minutes until the tomato juices have rendered.
12. After about 10 minutes, uncover and raise the heat to reduce the casserole’s juices almost
entirely.
13. Place 1/3 of the tomato mixture at the bottom of a casserole dish and sprinkle with fresh
herbs. Layer half eggplant mixture on top, then tomato mixture, eggplant mixture, and
the rest of the tomato mixture with more fresh herbs.
14. Cover the casserole and allow it to simmer for another 10 minutes. Taste for seasoning.
Allow to simmer until juices have evaporated.
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Professional Learning Opportunity for World
Language Teachers
Candace Black has recently announced two exciting professional learning opportunities. The
first is “Curating Authentic Resources for the World Language Classroom” by Leslie
Grahn. This free, online workshop is presented by the New York State Association of World
Language Administrators (NYSAWLA) in collaboration with the New York State Education
Department’s Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages (NYSED-OBEWL). Designed
exclusively for New York State world language educators and administrators, this workshop will
take place on November 3, 2020, from 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM.
Leslie Grahn, a noted leader, presenter, author, and blogger in the field of world language
education, will explore and discuss "authentic texts": what they are; ways to find, organize and
curate them; and how to use them for intentional skill-building with students.
8:00-8:15
Welcome - Francesco Fratto, President of NYSAWLA, Update on
Standards - Candace Black, OBEWL-NYSED
8:15-9:15
Session 1
9:15-9:45
Group work time followed by reflection
9:45-10:00
Questions
10:00-10:15
Break
10:15-11:15
Session 2
11:15-11:45
Group work time followed by reflection
11:45-12:00
Questions & closure
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Those who attend the live, online workshop will be provided with a certificate of attendance
documenting four (4) hours of CTLE credit. A maximum of 950 registrations will be accepted.
The live webinar will be recorded and uploaded to the NYSAWLA and OBEWL websites for
on-demand viewing by teachers who are unable to attend virtually. The on-demand recorded
webinar will be continuously available on the OBEWL website and does not require registration.
Certificates of attendance will not be provided for this on-demand viewing. NYSAWLA and
NYSED are approved CTLE providers.
The second professional learning opportunity is a free series of workshops that ACTFL has
created for NYS world language teachers.
To register: https://wlnys.wufoo.com/forms/zzjvbhp0rlka0s/
OBEWL News Site:
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/news/upcoming-world-language-conferences
OBEWL WL Workshop Site:
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/curating-authentic-resources-world-language-classroom
PDF of flyer:
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/world-languages/curating-authentic-resour
ces-grahn-2020-11-03.pdf
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Wanted
Want to become a more involved member of our chapter? Are you able to
navigate a webpage, handle Facebook and stay in touch with friends and family?
Why not be our Webmaster/Social Media Coordinator?
What is involved?
- Keep our website up-to-date
- Post events and pictures to Facebook and on the website
- Send out reminder emails for our events - Google Group email blasts
- Take pictures at our events to post to our website and Facebook
Interested? Have more questions? Know someone who may be great for this position?
Contact Jennifer Kostolecki via e-mail at presidentaatfcny@gmail.com.
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Upcoming Events
 ctober 17 - 24
O
Online

NYSAFLT Annual Conference 2020 -

