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Bonjour mes amis de Central New York !
I hope this newsletter finds you healthy and in good spirits. Fall is upon us
with all the wonderful smells of leaves, pumpkins, apples and crisp cool air.
A friend was telling me a story about when he went to get an oil change.
Here is the exchange that took place:
Employee: What kind of oil does your car
take?
Customer: I am not sure.
Employee: Do you know how many liters
you need?
Customer: Nope, that is why I have it
changed for me.
Employee: (after some time) Do you know
how to get the oil filter off? I seem to be
having some trouble.
Customer: Not sure, I would have to look
in the manual.
This exchange left my friend
wondering if the oil change was done correctly, if he should have had another
worker check his work and if he should ever come back here again.
What I took away from the exchange was two things:
1. Know what you are doing. If you are not sure, find out before you start. We
can’t know everything, but when facing a task, do your research. I find out as much
as I can before I start a task. I ask those who are knowledgeable on the topic or read
up on it.
2. Have pride in your work. Again, when taking on a task, be proud of the work
you are doing. It will show in the end.
Whether in the classroom, or in my daily routine, I keep these two points in
mind (sometimes without realizing it). During these trying times, there are many
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complaints and worries, but when you know what you are doing and you have pride
in what you are doing, NO ONE can take that away from you. You know you have
done your best and that is all you need. Be proud. Be positive. Thank you for
reading.

Jennifer Kostolecki
Présidente
AATF of CNY

AATF of CNY

Recruitment and Membership Liaison
Welcome Claire LeRoux! Claire has taken on the role of Recruitment and Membership Liaison.
You may be receiving an email from her reminding you to renew your AATF membership with
our Chapter 34. Or, asking you to join our AATF of CNY Chapter. Although she will not be
able to provide up-to-date AATF membership status, she will be working with our Board of
Directors to maintain an active and engaged membership. You would need to contact National
AATF directly for up-to-date membership status. Welcome to the team, Claire, and thank you
for taking on this new role.

AATF of CNY

The 2021 AATF Convention
The AATF Convention for this year was once again virtual. This year’s theme
was: “Laissez les bons temps rouler: Explorer la diversité du monde francophone.”
There were many interesting topics presented this year, including how to make our
performance assessments more interactive, evolving our French curriculum for Gen Z
students, and how to incorporate non-binary and gender-inclusive French into our
classrooms. In addition, there were some great dictées, French yoga sessions, as well
as a wonderful soirée with Steven "Etienne" Langlois. The 2021 Virtual Convention
continues to be available free of charge to all AATF members. See the AATF national
website frenchteachers.org for more information.
The AATF has rescheduled the convention in New Orleans for July 11-14, 2022.
Hope to see many of you there!
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Le Grand Concours: New and Improved for
2022
The 2022 Grand Concours will feature a new online platform! The platform is the
current host of the National Italian Exam and the National Spanish Exam practice
materials, and will be much more user-friendly. Tech support will be available to
teachers via a chat feature at all times. The new platform integrates with Learning
Management Systems such as Schoology and Canvas. It has improved test security
features. All old practice exams will be available on the new platform.
In addition to the new platform, grammar and vocabulary topics will be aligned to
French courses as currently taught, based on the results of a teacher survey from
Spring 2021. The new specifications are online at
http://www.frenchteachers.org/concours/. In addition, to reflect proficiency-based
courses, the Grand Concours tasks have been aligned with the ACTFL World
Readiness Standards in the interpretive mode. As we transition to new World
Languages Standards in New York State, rest assured that the Grand Concours is still a
wonderful source of practice with real-world, authentic sources that incorporate
audiovisual media and high-quality text sources. As always, the test reflects the
diversity of the Francophone world in source selection.
The new platform and revised specifications will greatly improve the testing
experience. However, the price is increasing to $5.00 per test in 2022. The AATF of
CNY will be discontinuing our chapter fee, given the increased price.

●
●
●
●

What do students get for $5.00?
All prizes are included (chapter participation certificates, too)
All practice tests for all levels
A chance to show off their French proficiency compared to other students
The lowest price of any national language exam in the country

AATF of CNY
Please consider giving your students access to this special opportunity. After a
year when very few clubs or activities were possible, the Grand Concours gives
students a chance to shine! Ordering is expected to open in October and be available
until February. Testing dates are in February and March 2022.
Contact grandconcoursaatfcny@gmail.com with any questions.
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HARIRA

(Beef & Chickpea Soup)

Morocco

Prep Time: 20 minutes
Cook time: 1 ¾ hours
Serves 6 – 8

Ingredients
1 pound beef, cut in ½ cubes
1 cup diced carrot
1 cup diced celery
1 cup chopped onion
½ teaspoon ground cinnamon
¼ crushed saffron or ground turmeric
2 tablespoons butter or margarine
1 can (10 1/2 ounces) condensed beef broth
1 can (10 1/2 ounces) condensed tomato bisque soup
2 soup cans water
¼ cup barley
1 can (about 16 ounces) chickpeas, drained
1 cup diced tomatoes
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½ cup chopped parsley
2 tablespoons lemon juice
Instructions:
1. Brown beef in a large, heavy pan.
2. Cook carrots, celery and onion with seasonings in butter until just
tender.
3. Add broth, soup, water and barley, cover and cook over low heat for 1
¼ hours.
4. Add chickpeas, tomatoes, parsley and lemon juice; cook 15 minutes
longer, or until done, stirring occasionally.
Harira is more than a Moroccan soup. It’s a rich and delicately spiced
soup-stew of beef, vegetables and chickpeas. It makes a meal in a bowl
or is perfect with a light main dish. It can be served over Couscous as an
example of “Tagine, le plat national de Maroc”.

This delicious stew lends itself to lessons under the themes of
Contemporary Life (Topic: Food and Meal Taking), and Social Identity
(Topic: Customs and Traditions) while exploring the unique culture of this
African Country.
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STEPS TO START A NEW SHF
CHAPTER
The AATF Société Honoraire de Français is a national organization. Each school has
its own local chapter of SHF. These chapters are different than AATF chapters, which
are for teachers. A student is inducted into a local chapter at their school.

1. Become a current member of AATF.
2. Read the SHF Constitution to ensure your plans for the chapter fall within the
national guidelines.
3. Complete a Charter Application.
a. Select your first choice for the name of your chapter.
b. Pay the one-time $10 charter fee. You may pay by credit card or select the
"Check/Money Order” option to create an invoice to mail with a check. Please
allow 5-10 business days after payment and correct information are received for
processing.

4. Create chapter bylaws; determine standards for membership. (See sample)
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5. Begin organizing your new members:

a. Allow students to apply for membership or invite students who qualify

b. Select and invite members (collect membership dues)

c. Elect officers

6. Register new members online and submit a $4.50 membership fee per initiate.

7. Hold your first induction ceremony. Scripts are available in English and French:
● Sample Induction Script 2019
● Sample Induction Ceremony 2021 (featuring la Francophonie)
● French Induction Ceremony

SUGGESTIONS FOR SELECTING STUDENTS
1. Eligible students are any high school student who has maintained an honor average
in the study of French for a minimum of three semesters and is in the 10th grade or
higher.

2. Ask for nominations from other French teachers or have students complete an
application process. An application can consist of transcripts, a personal statement,
other academic recommendations, and community recommendations.
3. The definition of "honor grade” is left to the discretion of the sponsor but it should
be taken into account that the SHF is an honor society for those students of high
academic achievement and local Chapter constitutions cannot have lower standards
than the national constitution. You can accept as many that meet the minimum
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requirements as you like, or limit it to a specific number of students. Your bylaws
should reflect any decision you make.

