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Bonjour mes amis de Central New York,
Hello Fall!!! Goodbye restful, sunny, and re-energizing summer! For many
of us, the fall season brings the return to school, a “regular” schedule and the start of
familiar routines. Why not add your AATF of CNY membership renewal to that
routine? There is no better time to renew or sign up for your membership than now!
For $20 more (than the regular membership), you get a 2022-2023 membership (18
months) to finish out this year and go into the next.
Why join or renew with AATF of CNY?
Not only do you get to gather with fabulous colleagues from the Central New York
area, attend outstanding workshops (at least one per year in French), enjoy French
movie nights, French night at the Crunch, but there is much more:
French Review – Literary, cultural, pedagogical articles, review of textbooks, films,
realia, and software.
National Bulletin – News, announcements, short articles of culture and pedagogical
interest.
National French Contest – Get member rates, National and Local prizes.
Société Honoraire de Français et Jeunes Amis du Français – Recognize student
achievement at the high school and now middle school levels, create your own
chapter.
Annual Convention and online workshops – Many times, workshops are recorded
so you can view them when you are able for free.
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AATF Outstanding Senior in French – Awarded to a graduating high school or
college senior, one per year per school.
AATF of CNY Scholarship – Awarded annually to one graduating senior.
Summer Scholarships – Awarded to teachers for study in Belgium, France and
Quebec. These pair nicely with scholarships offered through NYSAFLT.
Click on the link below to renew or join AATF. Be sure to enter Chapter #34 on the
application so you are a member of our chapter:
https://frenchteachers.org/store/aatf-membership/
We look forward to seeing you at our events this coming year. Our first workshop is
Sat. Oct. 15 at Fayetteville-Manlius High School (more details included in this
newsletter).
If there is a new French teacher in your district or you know a French teacher has
changed districts, make sure we have the most up-to-date information- email me at:
presidentaatfcny@gmail.com
Happy fall everyone!! Enjoy all the benefits of
living in Central New York!
Thank you for reading.
Jennifer Kostolecki
Présidente
AATF of CNY
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Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at the
2022 AATF National Convention
Denise Mahns
Diversity, equity and inclusion are popular buzz-words in education these days. I recently had
the opportunity to attend the Annual Convention of the American Association of Teachers of
French in New Orleans, and it became clear that these words are more than just words to
French teachers: They form the core of who we are and what we do.
Diversity was a guiding principle from the very first minutes of the Opening Session, where
Professor Ancelet, a speaker of Louisiana French, encouraged French teachers in the United
States to celebrate the varieties of French in all their diverse vocabularies and grammars. While
the perception of academic French is frequently focused on a mythical Parisian norm, the reality
of teaching the vast expanse of la Francophonie is full of nuance and difference. Alongside this
language-focused exhortation, sessions on Louisiana French literature and race and cultural
identity among Louisiana French-speakers brought home the immense diversity of just this one,
American, French-speaking group. In addition, presenters offered cultural lesson ideas from
Haiti, Cameroon and Belgium for teachers to provide diverse representations of
French-speakers to their students.
Equity and social justice are major concerns of French teachers. We all want to make the world
a better place, harnessing the power of education and the global connection that speaking
French can bring to our students. At the Convention, a number of speakers offered ways to
shape our units and our lessons through the lens of social justice. From advice on planning
units to suggestions for literary texts, we must seek in our courses to develop empathy and
discuss major topics such as race, class, socioeconomic status, migration, and more. Beyond
the formal Convention sessions, a guided tour of the French Quarter, offered in French to
Convention participants, focused on the colonial history of Louisiana and did not shy away from
drawing parallels between the slaveholding society of the past and the current state of race and
gender relations in Louisiana society.
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Last but not least, inclusion means that each learner feels seen, supported and valued in our
classes. Each day, teachers make representation choices so that students see both “mirrors” of
themselves and “windows” into French-speaking cultures. Student-developed projects focusing
on the UN Sustainable Development Goals, celebrations during National French Week, and new
approaches to teaching literary texts for Generation Z were all topics that sought to include all
learners in the classroom community. By celebrating students’ strengths and honoring their
unique selves, we as teachers make it clear that they are welcome, not just in class but also in
the broader community of French-speakers which they enter through their study of the
language.
I hope that our school communities understand how central the concepts of diversity, equity and
inclusion are to French teachers. Through my attendance at the Convention of the American
Association of Teachers of French, my values were re-affirmed and I am re-energized to show
my students the diversity of the French language and its speakers, work toward equity and
social justice through French lessons, and include every learner in our school community.
The 2023 Convention will be held from July 23rd to July 26th in Trois-Rivières, Québec – easily
accessible to Central New York French teachers! Please consider attending – it is an
unforgettable experience and a chance to put into practice the national AATF motto of
“échanger pour s’enrichir.”
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L’Opéra vous attend !!!

Glimmerglass Opera Theater in Cooperstown,
NY is a hidden gem. Donyce McCluskey, (a
longtime AATF of CNY member and former officer) has raved about the Glimmerglass Opera
Theater for as long as I can remember. This summer I finally made the trip with my colleague,
Rose Cidzik, and saw Carmen by Georges Bizet en français!!! The location is beautiful with
areas where you can picnic on the grounds before the performances. The conductor came out
and gave a presentation on the opera Carmen: what was happening in the world of opera at that
time, what was happening in Paris at that time, the role the opera played in people’s lives, the
types of opera offered at the various opera houses in Paris, to name some of the highlights. As
we listened to the conductor and watched the opera, Rose and I thought about what a wonderful
outing this would be for French teachers to gather during the summer. You could also extend
the invitation to French and music students. I am looking forward to what the next opera season
holds and if a French teacher gathering is of interest and possible. Such a magnificent
experience! À la prochaine !
By: Jennifer Kostolecki
French Teacher
Whitesboro High School
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AATF of CNY welcomes you to our Fall workshop!
Saturday, October 15, 2022
9:30am - 11:30 am
Large group instruction room (1209 - upstairs in House 1)
Fayetteville-Manlius High School
8201 E Seneca Turnpike, Manlius, NY 13104

Célébrons la semaine française!

Presenter: Kimberley Harter

Célébrons la Semaine du français !
Êtes-vous un vétéran chevronné de la célébration de la Semaine Nationale du francais ? Ou
êtes-vous un nouvel enseignant à la recherche d'idées pour lancer une célébration dans votre
école ? Dans cette présentation, les instructeurs de français auront l'occasion de partager leurs
activités les plus précieuses pour la Semaine Nationale du français ou d'apprendre à lancer une
célébration à partir de zéro. Un format unique pour la Semaine Nationale du français sera
présenté ainsi qu'une myriade d'idées pouvant être utilisées pour les planificateurs novices.

Tout le monde est bienvenu !
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REGISTRATION
Please complete the Google Form:https://forms.gle/3ynqHfdFD36aQZJw9 to register for the
workshop.
You can pay using PayPal or mail a check (payable to AATF of CNY) by Friday, October 7,
2022 to:
Sarah Woodward-Jones, AATF of CNY
112 Kensington High St.
Minoa, NY 13116
AATF member/ Francofuns …………..........
Non-member ……………………………......
Student ……………………………………...

$5.00
$10.00
no charge

You must register as there will be handouts- no walk-ins will be accepted at this
workshop.
*We will be following the current recommendations from the NYS Health Department.
Because of these restrictions however, we will not be offering our usual light snack nor our
meal with this workshop. Sorry for the inconvenience.

Schedule
9:20-9:30
9:30-10:15

Registration
Incorporation of the New NYS World Language Standards – What have
you done in your classroom? Discussion en français or in other languages,
if present.
10:15
Break
10:30-11:30 Célébrons la Semaine du français!
Presentation followed by discussion on plans in your district.
*Certificates for two hours of PD will be available after the conclusion of the workshop.
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Kimberley Harter is a recently retired French Teacher, having taught for 33 years at
Mexico Middle and High Schools, Levels 8, 1-5 and College 201 and 202. While at Mexico, she
served as the World Language Coordinator, French Club and SHF Advisors and Class Advisors
for the Classes of 2011 and 2016. She also coached Summer and Winter Guard for 22 years,
which was a passion of hers from high school. Before retiring, she brought the Seal of Biliteracy
Program to Mexico and now volunteers as a mentor for the French Students pursuing the SSB.
She is a graduate of SUNY @ Potsdam and SUNY @ Oswego and attended La Sorbonne while
completing "Les Cours de la Civilisation" in Paris. She traveled every 3 years to France,
Belgium, Switzerland and Quebec with her students while at the high school.
Presently, she serves as the AATF National Council Teacher Representative for the SHF
and the webmaster for the Central New York Chapter of the AATF. She also works as a Project
Support Specialist for World Languages at SUNY @ Oswego and the secretary of LECNY. She
is the proud mother of three children and one granddaughter. In her leisure time, she likes to
spend time with her husband and family, swim, garden, exercise, decorate, scrapbook and play
with her mini-dachshund puppy.

Future Dates:
October 15, 2022- AATF Fall Workshop (FM High School)
October 21-22, 2022- NYSAFLT Annual Conference (Rochester)
November 5, 2022- LECNY/NYSAFLT Regional (venue TBD)

November 3–9, 2022- National French Week
November 18-20, 2022- ACTFL in Boston
January 13, 2023- tentative date for French Night at the Crunch
April 2023- Movie night
July 23-26, 2023- AATF Convention in Trois-Rivières

Click below to learn more about National French week!
https://frenchteachers.org/promote-french/national-french-week/

